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Let us therefore, my Lords, not suffer ourselves, to be driven forward with such haste, as may hinder us from observing whither we are going. Let us not be persuaded to precipitate our counsels, by those who know that all delays are detrimental to their designs, because delays may produce new information; and they are conscious that the Bill will be the less approved, the more it is understood.
But every reason which they can offer against the motion is, in my opinion, a reason for it; and therefore I shall readily agree to postpone, the clause, and no less readily to reject the Bill.
If, at last, reason and evidence are vain, if neither justice nor compassion can prevail, but the nation must be destroyed for the support of the Government; let us at least, my Lords, confine our assertions, in the preamble, to truth. Let us not affirm that drunkenness is established by the advice or consent of the Lords Spiritual, since I am confident not one of them will so far contradict his own doctrine, as to vote for a Bill which gives a sanction to one vice, and ministers opportunities and temptations to all others, and which, if it be not speedily repealed, will overflow the whole nation with a deluge of wickedness.
LOKDS' PROTEST.
TUESDAY, FEBBTTAEY 1,1742.
THE Order of the Day being read, for taking into consideration the estimates and amount laid before this House the llth of January, from the office of